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day. The seamen continued their attack under
Clement Downing, backed by Major Stanton,
Captain Coxsidge, and the soldiers. John Steele,
the carpenter's mate of the Morrice, with his
broad axe hewed at the gate and nearly effected
an entrance, when the cowardice of two of
Stanton's captains caused the attack to miscarry,
One of them threw down his sword, which was
carried to Boone, who, on return to Bombay,
ordered him to be broke at the head of the
garrison. The other, somewhat more courageous,
came boldly up to the gate and fired his pistol;
but the bullet rebounded and struck him on the
nose; upon which he ordered the drums to beat
a retreat, and the soldiers got back to the boats,
leaving a small handful of seamen to prosecute the
attack. These, in turn, seeing the hopelessness of
any further attempts, retreated to their boats,
and rowed off under a heavy fire, leaving many
wounded to be massacred by the enemy. It was
the old story, repeated so often on these occasions;
a badly planned attack carried out half-heartedly
by undisciplined men, under one or two resolute
leaders; as soon as the leaders were disabled, the
rest retreated with more or less loss.